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Happening this week:
Mon / May 1

Tues / May 2

1pm Corporate
Learn-to-curl

1pm
Corporate
Learn-to-curl

7pm
Men’s League,
Women’s
League

7 pm
Tuesday
Championship
League

May 1, 2017
Wed / May 3

Thur / May 4

Fri / May 5

12pm
Corporate
Learn-to-curl

7 pm
Thursday
Competitive
League

Sat / May 6
11am
Learn-tocurl

Sun / May 7

6pm
Practice Ice

Clubmates Corner
This week’s clubmate is Carl Thompson!
Did you know that our very own Carl
Thompson was recently one of only four
2017 MOPAC volunteer honorees?
(Lindsay Estabrooks was one too!) It’s
surprising that he has time to volunteer with
all the curling he does – but we’re glad!
Carl is originally from London, England, and his wife Amy
(also a highly active CCC member) is originally from
Minneapolis, so they moved here because: weather!
They’ve lived in Arizona for 10 years, spending six years
in Williamsburg, VA, in between.
Carl started curling about three years ago, after watching
it during the Olympics. Curling appealed to his love of
playing team sports, having played football – sorry,
soccer – for many years.
Carl threw himself right into the sport. He has
represented CCC at the PIC and at several out-of-state
spiels, this week he’ll be competing at the MOPAC U5
and later this month he heads off with the Coyotes
contingency to the President’s Cup.
“My wife thinks I am naturally competitive and my wife is
always right! I just believe that in a team sport you have
to work hard for your team and yourself, so that naturally
leads you to play the best you can each time you go out
on the ice,” he says.
(editor’s note – all of that is true. Especially the first part.)

“I have met so many fantastic people since joining the
Coyotes Curling Club and had the opportunity to go on
the road to some out of town spiels. No one would do
that if they didn't enjoy the company of their
teammates.”
Carl says the main questions he gets from other curlers
when competing out of town are how many members
and sheets does CCC have, and how many bonspiels
do we host. “I always get a kick out of the looks on
people's faces when I tell them.”
Carl is just finishing up his first year on our CCC Board.
“I was asked to join the board to represent a newer
curler's perspective of the club and I hope I do that,” he
says.
“The board has recently undertaken the redesign of the
committee structure and change is not always an easy
thing to do. I hope that members are seeing the benefits
already, but we are really only just beginning to work
together between the committees. So I guess my goal is
simply to help the club grow and bring more curling to
the Valley of the Sun!”
Carl doesn’t spend all of his time at the curling club, of
course. For the last 10 weeks, he has been almost
entirely focused on raising a Chocolate Lab puppy! Tip:
hide your curling shoes, Carl, hide your shoes.
If you would like to nominate a member to appear in this
feature, please contact Jayne Burton at
jaynieb@cox.net

COYOTES ON THE ROAD
We have two Coyotes teams heading to the Mountain Pacific Curling Association (MOPAC) 2017 5-Year and
Under being played at the Granite Curling Club, Seattle, Washington, May 5-7. These eight curlers have been
working hard preparing for this event and they deserve a full wave of Coyote pride! LET’S DO THIS
COYOTES. Good curling to Team Gaddie (Travis Gaddie, Tatiana Keeling, Sean Keeling, Kim Gaddie) and
Team Thompson (Jason Hallack, Carl Thompson, Amy Thompson, Stacy Petersen).

ANNUAL MEETING – MARK THOSE CALENDARS
In a recent President’s Letter, Jeff Baird gave a heads up on the date for our 2017 Annual Meeting. Just in
case you didn’t IMMEDIATELY note this down in your schedule, here’s a reminder! The meeting will be held on
June 17 at the club. Agenda items will include: a brief update on club finances, Olympic planning and
emergency preparation. It’s also where we all get to hear first hand who the members of next year’s Board will
be. Jeff lets us know that this year we have four expiring board member spots (those currently held by Shawn
Tait, Carol Ann Naso, Darryl Horsman and Wayne Fleming).
So, you wanna get involved in the workings of the club? Help set our future direction and plans for growth?
Watch your e-mail for a full description of the Board election process, coming soon. This from Jeff: “I would
encourage every member of the club who has an interest to consider running for board election. Many of you
would add a new and vital voice to the management and direction of the club.”
And, yeah, there’ll be food - a potluck style meal in fact – and you can expect it will be delicious!
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Happening this week:
Mon / May 8

Tues / May 9

May 8, 2017
Wed / May 10

5:30pm
Board Meeting
7pm
Men’s League,
Women’s
League

7 pm
Tuesday
Championship
League

6:30pm
Learners
League

Thur / May 11

Fri / May 12

2pm
Corporate
Learn-to-curl

2pm
Corporate
Learn-to-curl

7 pm
Thursday
Competitive
League

7 pm
Friday Social
League

Sat / May 13

Sun / May 14

6pm
Practice Ice

Clubmates Corner
This week’s clubmate is Craig Burton!
You know how at the end of this feature we
ask you to nominate a member you’d like to
learn more about? Well, we got a nominee,
folks. Carl Thompson, featured last week,
nominated this week’s member, Craig
Burton. Well, this should be fun.

“Jayne was curling mixed with a friend of mine, who
broke his arm tobogganing. He asked me to spare to
finish out the season. The next year, the second of that
team left to join another club, so I joined the team fulltime,” he says. The rest, as they say, is history.

Craig is a relatively new member of CCC but he’s not
new to the sport, having started out as a teen back when
he lived in Sarnia, Ontario. He quickly became a “rink
rat,” spending hours after school at the club throwing
rocks and hanging out with friends. (editor’s note –
accurate description of many Canadians’ misspent
youth).

Craig moved to Arizona from Ontario in 2010, due to a
job transfer with his employer, American Express. At the
time, his two kids were too young to hang around
behind the glass like they do now, so everyone took a
break from curling. The break lasted five years. Then
one night, with the kids signed up to a parents-night-out
event, Craig and Jayne took a drive from North
Scottsdale all the way out to Tempe to take a few slides.

Craig’s family moved to Thornhill, Ontario, when he was
in high school and he kept involved with curling there,
following his dad’s footsteps into the world of competitive
curling.

“We showed up at about 6:00 that Friday and threw a lot
of rocks, it felt great. They needed a couple of players
for a Friday night game, so we joined in,” he says.
“Everyone was really welcoming.”

Craig has played in many competitive events but the one
he is most proud of was his win of the Ontario Colts in
2005. He played second on the team, which was skipped
by Rob Shepherd. During that competition, Rob was
battling a brain tumor, a battle he ultimately lost.
“Winning that banner, with and for Rob, will always be
one of the best and most important achievements of my
curling life,” says Craig.

“We have a lot of visitors from different parts of Canada
come stay with us through the winter,” Craig says. “One
of our favorite things to do is bring them to the curling
club. Every single one of them has been so impressed
with the quality of curling and the volunteer spirit of this
club. It really is a model other clubs should be paying
attention to.”

Some may argue that another one of those important
curling achievements was crossing paths with future
(amazing, awesome, he is SO lucky) wife, Jayne.

These days, three members of the family are members
of CCC with 12-year old Liam taking interest in the
sport. Three down, one to go.
If you would like to nominate a member to appear in this
feature, please contact Jayne Burton at
jaynieb@cox.net

COYOTES ON THE ROAD
There’s pride on the line here! Good curling to our hand-picked representatives (picked based on their
volunteerism – thank you!!) heading to Denver to battle for the 2017 President’s Cup! This was all outlined in a
recent Message From The President, but to re-cap, here are our warriors!
Women’s team: Beki Horsman, Tracey Drummond, Kim Gaddie, Kelly Fleischaker
Men’s team: Darryl Horsman, Carl Naso, Lindsay Estabrooks, Tom Stokes
U5 team: Jason Hallack, Carl Thompson, Tom Dukerich, Louis Maconi
Senior team: Jeff Baird, Brian Cristall, Debbie Aubrey, Dave Twohig
Wait – who’s that skipping the women’s team? I mean, I’ve heard of Beki Nowlan, obviously, but….? Yes, you
read that name right. Congratulations and much love to the newly hitched Beki and Darryl! *pops champagne*

COYOTES ON THE PODIUM!
We saw great performances from Team Thompson (B event winner) and Team Gaddie (D event winner) at
the MOPAC U5! Way to represent!
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Happening this week:
Mon / May 15

Tues / May 16

7pm
Men’s League,
Women’s
League

7 pm
Tuesday
Championship
League

May 15, 2017
Wed / May 17

Thur / May 18

7 pm
Thursday
Competitive
League

Fri / May 19

Sat / May 20

Sun / May 21

7 pm
Friday Social
League

COYOTE

6pm
Practice Ice

CUP!!

Clubmates Corner
This week’s clubmate is Rebecca Clark!
You can travel far and you can travel
wide and you will still be hard pressed
to find a curler as committed and excited by
all things curling as this week’s
feature member! In her short time being
involved with the sport, Rebecca has
put in countless hours curling, attending clinics,
watching curling online, talking curling on Twitter, and
attending several international events. She is a
Certified Level 1 Instructor, Certified Level 1 Official
and a Certified Wheelchair Instructor, and is signed up
to take the Level 2 Instructors course.
The high activity of CCC has helped fuel her fire. “We
have hosted MOPAC Playdowns, USA Mixed
Nationals, USA Wheelchair High Performance Camps,
and the Ed Werenich Golden Wrench Classic. All of
these experiences, plus leagues and spiels, have
shown me a lot of ways to play eight stones. I didn’t
even have to get on an airplane,” she says.
Still, Rebecca’s passion and love of the game has
inspired several trips afar.
At the 2016 USA Nationals in Jacksonville, WA, she
attended the WCF Coach Mentor Program. The
seminars focused on techniques, soft skills, ice
conditions, officiating and benchmark analysis. “I
returned from Jacksonville with an entire new way to
see the game,” she says.
At the 2017 USA Nationals in Everett, WA, she worked
with CurlingZone.com’s Gerry Guerts doing statistics
throughout the week. “It showed me that it’s not the player
that is shooting 100%, it’s the team that has 100%
accuracy at that position. I applied those skills when I did
the commentary of this year’s Desert Ice Bonspiel.” (find it
at the Coyotes Curling YouTube channel!)

“My most recent experience in Calgary and Lethbridge,
AB, was totally a curling fan’s dream,” she says. “Being at
the GSOC Champions Cup was a lot of fun. I got to meet
my favorite team and people I had been conversing with
on Twitter. I participated in the Sandra Schmirler sweep. I
spoke to ice crew about unique GSOC related
challenges. I even got in some laughs with the people in
the booth.”
Rebecca is a tireless supporter of CCC and
#CurlingInTheDesert on her Twitter feed @frontendcurler.
She has been able to spread the word about our
dedicated ice to other curling fans, elite curlers, and their
coaches.
She also uses Twitter to message with other players
directly, asking questions. Tips she’s taken away include
the importance of team communication, positive attitude,
athleticism, mental toughness and commitment.
“The curlers on TV are people, just like us. They have
jobs, families, and responsibilities outside of curling. They
are perfectionists and take great efforts to achieve near
perfection. To be the best, there are a lot of unspoken
sacrifices. Those sacrifices are made by the families,
employers, and friends just as much as the players
themselves.”
“I enjoy coaching because I am an outside person looking
in. I have only been curling for three years and I may not
make all my shots, but I have experiences, resources,
and training, all focused on coaching.”
Rebecca’s analytical side serves her well in her career as
a software engineer, and she’s hoping to continue to use
what she’s learned to support her fellow Coyotes.
“Coyotes support each other and this is something I can
do for others.”

RUSS HOWARD’S ACADEMY OF CURLING
If you don’t know about this one yet check your e-mail! Or head over to coyotescurling.com/performance. Or
talk to Carol Ann Naso or Beki Horsman. October 13-15, 2017, learn from the best of the best right here at
our home club. Beginners and experienced curlers, individuals and teams: sign up – registration is open now!

CALLING ALL U5 CURLERS!
BREAKING NEWS: CCC is hosting an under-5 (U5) bonspiel October 27-29, 2017!
• Wanna help? There will be a planning meeting on Monday, May 22, at 5:30 at the club (if you can’t
make the meeting but still wanna help, contact Kim Gaddie).
• Wanna play? If you have not yet reached your 5th curling birthday, watch for registration information in
the coming weeks, there will be a flyer circulating and all info will be posted on our website. This
bonspiel is limited to 24 teams with three games guaranteed. Test your skills against other under-5
players, and also meet some new folks! Can’t beat that!

SHOP AND GIVE
Are you an Amazon shopper? I AM!! Did you know that if you do your shopping using the url
smile.amazon.com, you can designate a charity of your choice to receive a donation based on a percentage of
your eligible purchases? Here’s a worthy recipient - Coyotes Curling Club! Check this out!

The next time you have a need to shop Amazon, don’t forget the smile, and set up the club to receive some
effort-free donations. As the screen cap says, every little bit counts!
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Happening this week:
Mon / May 22

Tues / May 23

May 22, 2017
Wed / May
24

Thur / May 25

Fri / May 26

DEADLINE:
BOARD
APPLICATIONS

7pm
Men’s League,
Women’s
League

7 pm
Tuesday
Championship
League

Clubmates Corner

7 pm
Thursday
Competitive
League

7 pm
Friday Social
League

Sat / May 27

11am
Learn to
curl

Sun / May 28

1pm
Learn to
curl
6pm
Practice Ice

THE INAUGURAL DONNA PURKEY CLASSIC
The Coyotes Curling Club is pleased to have received the USWCA’s approval to host the Donna Purkey
Classic as an annual circuit event. This one's all about friendship and camaraderie and competitive spirit all traits that describe Donna Purkey. Her contributions to the sport of curling - both on and off the ice - are
recognized throughout the country. This women's bonspiel will be held Oct 5 - 8, $400 per team, maximum
of 32 teams with a 3-game guarantee. Registration is now open at coyotescurling.com/donna-purkeyclassic. Tell your friends!

RUSS HOWARD’S ACADEMY OF CURLING
This is filling up seriously fast! If you are interested, register soon! We suggest you do it now! This threeday performance camp is for teams (Friday, Oct 13, 9am - 5pm and Saturday, Oct 14, 8am -12) and/or
individuals (Saturday, Oct 14, 1 - 5pm and Sunday, Oct 15, 9am - 5pm). Cost for each session (individual
and team) is $225 per person. Register today: www.coyotescurling.com/performance

U5 SUPERHERO BONSPIEL
DO YOU SOCIAL MEDIA?
UPCOMING BONSPIELS AND EVENTS:
JUNE 10, 2017
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JULY 14-17, 2017
OCTOBER 5 -8, 2017
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Happening this week:
Mon / May 29

Tues / May 30

May 29, 2017
Wed / May 31

Thur / June 1

Fri / June 2

Sat / June 3

Sun / June 4
1pm
Learn to curl

5:30pm
Learners
league

6pm
Practice Ice

Memorial Day
Club closed

7 pm
Tuesday
Championship
League

6pm
Learn to
curl

7 pm
Thursday
Competitive
League

7 pm
Friday Social
League

Clubmates Corner
This week’s clubmate is Tracy Heuermann
We are pleased to feature one of our Board
Members, a dedicated player, curling coach
extraordinaire and the lady with the infectious
smile – Tracy Heuermann!
Tracy is a proud Kansas Jayhawk, born and
raised in rural Kansas. She graduated from the
University of Kansas with degrees in Psychology and
Education. She moved to Scottsdale in 1985 bringing
along her love of tennis, golf, and her sense of
adventure. She spent those years as a full-time Mom
of three terrific kids, squeezing in time to volunteer.
And then along came curling. “Ten years ago I took my
first Learn to Curl with the Coyotes Curling Club, and I
was hooked instantly,” she says. She and her youngest
daughter, Jamie, decided to join a league. At that time,
Jamie, a freshman in high school, was the youngest
member of the club.
Jamie eventually stopped curling as she became
immersed in college life, but Tracy was here to stay. “I
joined this club because I fell in love with the game, but
I stayed because I love the people! I think we are
known for our warmth and hospitality, and that is the
message that I share everywhere I travel.”
And travel she has. Over the years, Tracy has played
in numerous bonspiels, competed in several MOPAC
events, gone to the PIC in Vancouver a couple of
times, and played at the US Women’s Nationals. The
most memorable of which was a few years ago,
skipping a team and playing with her daughter.
Tracy puts a lot of her heart into this sport of ours. “My
favorite way to give back to this club is in teaching
Learn to Curl events, both public and corporate, and
serving on the Board.”

“I have recently begun a bit of grant writing,” she adds,
indicating that this endeavor is rewarding in more ways
than one. “If my work results in the club being awarded
funds, that will feel better to me than any event in which
I might compete.”
When she’s not curling (or teaching curling) Tracy gives
time and energy to causes that are meaningful to her.
Each week she volunteers at Ability360, a facility which
specializes in equipment for all types of disabilities, and
emphasizes inclusive, adaptive sports. Her work there
prompted her to get her Wheelchair Curling Certification
in addition to Level 1 certification. Over the years she
has also given her time to Back-to-School Clothing
Drives, Special Olympics, the Area Agency on Aging,
Food Banks, and Habitat for Humanity.
She even finds ways to combine her love for travel with
her love for helping. “In July, I’m heading to Madrid,
Spain to volunteer with an organization called Diverbo,
which invites native English speakers to come talk for 12
hours a day with Europeans who have a desire to
improve their conversational English. I’m excited about
the opportunity to meet some interesting people and will
cap off my trip with eight days in Portugal.”
She’s continually expanding her horizons, continually on
the move, and she admits she ALWAYS has the next
“bucket-list” item in her head.
“I’ve recently been to Alaska to watch the start of the
Iditarod, rafted the tidal bore in the Bay of Fundy, hiked
the Inca Trail to Machu Picchu, and hiked in the
Outback of Australia. Next up is curling in Scotland and
beer-drinking in Belgium. After that I’m planning to
white-water raft the Futaleufu River in Chile, and hike in
Patagonia. I’m never bored, and I’m always happy to
come home…but just for a little while!”

YOU’VE GOT MAIL!
Please keep an eye on your email for an important request from the club. This week, you can expect to
receive a ballot, and instructions how to submit it, for our upcoming Board election. Please take some time
to read through the applicants’ information and make your selection on who will be representing all of us on
next year’s Board. Our volunteer Board oversees our club’s operations and sets the path for our future.
Your vote matters!
And that’s a nice segue into a reminder that our Annual Meeting / Club Picnic will take place on Saturday,
June 17. The annual meeting will be at noon: information to be covered includes an update on the status of
the club, special projects, announcements, 2018 Olympic Push, as well as the results of the Board
election. After all that, stay and enjoy some fellowship at our club picnic at 1:00 pm.

RUSS HOWARD’S ACADEMY OF CURLING
This is filling up seriously fast! We’re not kidding – there are just a few spots left both for the Individual and
Team clinics. If you are interested, register soon!
This is a three-day performance camp for teams (Friday, Oct 13, 9am - 5pm and Saturday, Oct 14, 8am 12) and/or individuals (Saturday, Oct 14, 1 - 5pm and Sunday, Oct 15, 9am - 5pm). Both sessions are led
by world renowned curlers and instructors Russ Howard, Mary-Anne Arsenault and Grant Odishaw. Cost
for each session (individual and team) is $225 per person. For full information about what the sessions will
cover (and to register for one or both sessions), visit www.coyotescurling.com/performance. If there’s
something more you need to know, just email performance@coyotescurling.com
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